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Fire Season Statistics

NOVA Activity Fire Wars

The National Interagency Fire Center, a partnership
among government agencies that helps states and
towns fight fires, has released its tallies on all recorded
wildland fires for the year 2000 season. Your job is to
make sense of the numbers. Look at the data below and
see what it can tell you.

Source: National Interagency Fire Center Web site:
www.nifc.gov/fireinfo/2000/stats.html

* State/Private data not available.
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Questions
Write your answers on a separate sheet of paper.

1 Look at this data. What does it tell you in its current
form? Calculate all totals for the data set and choose a
way to represent them, using bar graphs, pie graphs, or
some other presentation method.

2 Which source is the cause for the most fires? 
What source of fire is responsible for the most acres 
damaged? Which source has the highest fire-to-acres-
burned ratio?

3 Considering human causes of fire only, and excluding
the miscellaneous category, which source is the cause
for the most fires? Which source is responsible for the
most acres damaged? Which source has the highest
fire-to-acres-burned ratio?

4 Which source was the cause of the fewest fires? What
source is responsible for the fewest acres damaged?
Which source has the lowest fire-to-acres burned ratio?

5 The 10-year average number of fires (1990-1999) was
106,393. The 10-year average of acres burned during
the same period was 3,786,411. What does this infor-
mation tell you when compared to the year 2000 totals?

6 What are some conclusions you could draw from the
facts above?

7 What questions do you have about the data presented
in this data set? What additional information would you
like in order to test your conclusions?


